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DANISH CARTOONS AND MUSLIMS

Is it really matter of freedom of opinion or something else, which is not
spelt out? If one examines things closely it will become obvious that
there is much more than freedom of press or even freedom of conscience.
1t is a multi-layered and multi-causal phenomenon. It would be really
simplistic to reduce it to freedom of press though it might appear to be
so. We would like to throw some light on this.
One cannot deny that throughout Western World there is tension
between Westerners and Muslims. In every European country Muslims
are seen as not only outsiders but also as a menace, a threat, to their
values and their culture. In many countries this tension is quite palpable
and in some countries it remains subdued. The fact is that for Western
World pluralism is a very new phenomenon and they are finding it very
hard to digest it. Their democracy has been monolingual,
mono-religious and mono-cultural.
For Asians, on the other hand, pluralism has been the way of life. They
have lived and co-existed with different religions harmoniously. Even in
the absence of political democracy tolerance towards other religions
and cultures has been their way of life. We do not find bloodshed in
Asian countries between followers of different religions throughout

medieval ages.
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In the West, on the other hand, though there has been political
democracy and tolerance for political differences, its record on religious
and cultural tolerance has not been very glorious.
Below the skin they remain mono-religious and mono-cultural.
There is one more dimension to this problem. West has never been very
comfortable with Islam and Muslims. It was always seen as a religion of
the alien, and hostile alien, at that. France with all its democratic and
secular values interpreted secularism within a very narrow French
framework, it became very uncomfortable with hijab worn by school
girls and at last the Central Government banned it. How the hijab worn
by schoolgirls could be a threat to French secularism, we fail to
understand. In fact hijab was only a symbol.
There is yet another factor: these Asian and African migrants soon
realized they are condemned to remain on margins of Western Society.
They do not get opportunities for better and well-paid jobs.
The events of 9/11 have only aggravated the whole situation. Be it
Salman Rushdie affair or the cartoons published in the Newspaper of
Denmark, it is part of same phenomenon. Deep prejudices against Islam
and Muslims spring up in different forms and are defended in the name
of press freedom.
As pointed out above when west with all its progress has not been able
to shed its prejudices and hostile perceptions, how can one expect it
from the Islamic world? Asghar Ali Engineer [Secular Perspective
Feb-16-28, 2006]
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We have decided to print an equal number of cartoons
satirizing Jesus"
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To justify this defamation their editors invoke the right to
freedom of speech and expresion.
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The newspaper which published the sacrilegious cartoons says
that these "were not intended to be offensive” and that "offending
anybody on the grounds of his religious beliefs is unthinkable for us".
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None of us are totally free of stereotypes about people of
different races, ethnic groups and religions.
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"These cartoons are indeed offensive to the beliefs of Muslims.
Inciting religious or ethnic hatreds in this manner is not acceptable. We
call for tolerance and respect for all communities and for their religious
beliefs and practices. We all fully recognize and respect freedom of the
press and expression but it must be coupled with press responsibility.”
‘dﬁ) TOIU PV 4 Je il uasl yﬁd;//wmuf/l&v
O?J;y_gfguﬁ’/; &/Kuf/bép L ddasl ks Jas %M}JG JJ}VU’)E*JUE
L2605 u{/liwu“ﬁd)y’wlg,v 655 uf/!ztnggLu/lMﬁ‘K&w

_LQE/laQﬁ/{&i{u@.}u}’é.{/l}@)uﬁ{-uj
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Laws and rules of social and political behaviour in all societies
are ultimately based on some moral norms, one would assume that a
civilized society would inculcate among its members sensitivity to each
others views and feelings on issues of special significance and the
exercise of the right to freedom of expression would be informed by such
sensitivity.

In this world of globalization, we are all interconnected one
way or the other. Further, the societies in many countries, including the
European countries, have become multi-cultural. These developments
demand an even greater degree of sensitivity to each other's feelings and
views in the interest of social harmony, public order and international
understanding than was the case previously.

We must project Islam as a religion of peace, tolerance,
moderation and enlightenment as indeed it is while standing firm on our
principles and safeguarding our enlightened interests. But this would
require the revamping of our societies to put them on the path to

progress instead of stagnation, enlightenment instead of obscurantism
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and the exercise of our intellectual faculties in finding solutions to the
challenges of the modern world instead of closing the doors of Ijtihad.
This , however, will not be possible if we continue to accord low priority
to education in this knowledge-based world and if our political
institutions, instead of being representative in character and responsive
to the wishes of our people at large, continue to serve the vested
interests of the elite only.
_u’?..ﬁbtw;édj'ﬁg L[ﬁﬁgfb‘&(p,%c{,g»uw,ﬁuwd
e bbb Ao oo b 3 TR L o et U
SIS S U e s G A e 2 T L ey
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The publication of the cartoons almost coincided with the 17th
anniversary of the publication of Salman Rushdie's The Satanic Verses.
The culture editor of Jyllands Posten (Jutland Post) was well aware of
the sensitivities involved and intentionally solicited cartoons, contending
that religious feelings there less important than freedom of speech, and
that "we must be ready to put up with insults, mockery and ridicule".

If Muslims were being targeted or stereotyped, as they far too
often are, it would be another matter, but what was intended here was
far, far more significant. "Since it is impossible to abuse directly a God
in whom one does not believe, one abuses Him indirectly” (Frithjof
Schuon). The cartoons are profane; they mock and ridicule Islam and its
Prophet.

International Z_ s 227, &WJW&LU/%UMTJ%’ Lu.‘?;; fl/ gf}J
Jde L u%c‘-&),lli § Convention on Civil and Political Rights [ICCPR]
e U b uABIGT
[1] Due regard to maintainance of public order [2] Health and
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morals.
Elimination of all forms of racial discrimination JI# |3
e e K [ICERD)
On ideas of Racial superiority, hatred, Speech and incitement
to racial hatred
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The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(CERD) which monitors implementation of ICERD lays down:

State parties are required "to penalized dissemination of ideas
of racial superiority or hatred or incitement to racial hatred. Any
advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by
law. (Such penalization) "is compatible with the right to freedom of

expression”. To satisfy these obligations, state parties have not only to
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enact appropriate legislation, but also to ensure that it is effectively
enforced. "The citizen's exercise of this right (freedom of expression)
carries special duties and responsibilities” (General Recommendation
XV of CERD).
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"The right of freedom of expression is also applicable to
information and ideas that offend, shock, or disturb the State or any
sector of the population. Such are the demands of pluralism and
tolerance without which there is no "democratic society" (Handyside
Case)

In other case - Dichand and others vs Austria, Karatas vs
Turkey, Bladet Troms and Stensaas vs Norway, the European Court's
rulings have extended journalists' absolute freedom to exaggerate and
provoke. Nevertheless the court gave a different judgment in Wingrove
vs UK (No 17419/90 Rep 1995 para 58).

"Whereas there is little scope under Article 10(2) for
restrictions on political speech or on debate of questions of public
interest .. a wider margin of appreciation is generally available to the
contracting states when regulating the freedom of expression in relation
to matters liable to defend intimate personal convictions within the
sphere of morals, or specially religion.."

Similar principles are reflected in Otto Preminger Institute vs
Austria in which the court considered that:

. "respect for religious feelings of believers as guaranteed by
Article 9 can legitimately be thought to have been violated by
provocative portrayals of objects of religious veneration and such
portrayals of objects of religious veneration can be regarded as
malicious violation of the spirit of tolerance which must also be a
feature of a democratic society.."”

Strong regard must be had to the religious beliefs of others.

"...The manner in which religious beliefs and doctrines are

opposed or denied may engage the responsibility of the state, notably the
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responsibility to ensure the peaceful enjoyment of the right guaranteed
under Article 9 to the holders of those beliefs and doctrines”.

Thus, the court would be entitled to impose on any individual
expressing such views (opposing or denying religious beliefs) a positive
obligation "to avoid as far as possible expressions which are
gratuitously offensive to others".

This approach was followed in Dubowska and Skup vs Poland:

"Violent and provocative portrayals of objects of religious
veneration may violate the rights under Article 9. The State is under a
positive obligation to protect minorities with strongly held beliefs from
attack. It is legitimate for the state to regulate the exercise of any right
which interferes with an individual's manifestation of belief. There may
be an obligation on the part of the state to secure repect for freedom of
religion in the sphere of relations between individuals as well as
individuals and public authorities. It is in developing this duty that the
(European) Convention may come to play an important part in
promoting minority religions in the UK" (the Otto Preminger Case).

Besides this jurisprudence developed by the UN human rights
treaty bodies (CERD and HRC) and the Europen Court, laws passed by
the parliaments of France, Germany, Austria, Italy and some other
countries have made it a crime to deny the Holocaust thus restricting the
right to freedom of expression in this regard. Why then is expression of
hate against the Holy Prophet permitted to be disseminated unchecked
by the governments, legislatures and courts of the countries concerned?
Is it because Muslims are considered to be less equal than Christians
and Jews?
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If European countries do not curb expression of hate in their
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media, tendentious theories of clash of western and Muslim civilizations
could become self-fulfilling. Therefore, the imperative of an enlightened
moderation must be reflected in the exercise of the right to freedom of
expression in the interests of public order, health (HIV/AIDS, Avian flu)
and morals (Pornography)
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"To be an American Muslim critical of American policy in the
middle East you are treated as if you are not truely loyal to your

country".
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These Martyrs invaded every available public space, the
mosques and even the Sultan's court to insult the religion of the Muslim
and blaspheme their Prophet with the deliberate intention of incurring
the penatly of death.
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Very often the Muslim rulers were reluctant to punish them and
would try to ignore the offence by arguing that the frars were
unbalanced in mind because of poverty and fasting." The zealots
however insisted on repeating their blasphemies till attainment of
martyrdom.
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Lewis doctrine has become the US policy.
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On the one hand western countries claim to be advanced and
civilized nations and on the other, they indulge in such most uncivilized
and immoral practices and justify the same as freedom of expression.
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Modernity is not based upon one single principle.... it is the result of a
dialogue between reason and subjectivity.
[Alain Touraine, Critique of Modernity, Dr. David Macey. Cambridge
Balckwell, 1995]
This cleavage between reason, rationality, or objectivity on the one
hand, and the subject, the collective and individual selfhood; or
subjectivity on the other, occurs in the aftermath of the decline of a
concept of transcendence that shaped the metaphysical worldview of
Christianity.
[Cornelia Klinger, From Freedom without choice to choice without
Freedom, The Trajectiory of the Modern Subject, 2004 Blackwell
Publishing (Ltd.)]
Losing hold in traditional religion as a consequence of secularization;
the subject is forced to take up the god-like position of a transcendental
nodal point in order to ensure the unity and totality of being and
experience.
[cornelia ... from freedom without choice to choice without Freedom ,
The Trajectory of the Modern subject, 2004 Blackwell Publishing (Ltd.)]

To be autonomous is to be free in the sense of self governing and
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independent......
(ROUTLEDGE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PHILOSOPHY)
This enlightenment requires nothing but freedom and the most innocent
of all that may be called "freedom": freedom to make public use of one's
reason in all matters.
Kant in fact describes Enlightenment as the moment when humanity is
going to put its own reason to use, without subjecting itself to any
authority.
[Michel Foucault: What is Enlightenment?]

Modernity can and will no longer borrow the criteria by which
it takes its orientation from the models supplied by another epoch, it has
to create its normativity out of itself. (Page 7).

[Jurgen Habermas: The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity.]
Hebarmas: [Definition of Modernity]

Modernity can and will no longer borrow the criteria by which it takes
its orientation from the models supplied by another epoch: it has to
create its own normatively out of itself-

Cassirer Ernst, Philosophy of enlightenment
The Enlightement does not take the ideal of this mode of thinking from
the philosoplical doctrines of the past, on the coutrary, it construct its
ideal according to the model and pattern of contemporary natural
science.
In this age reason and science considered the highest faculty of man.
What we know through reason, we do behold "in God". Every act of
reason means participation in the divine nature.
Pope: "The proper study of mankind is man".
Hebarmas:

Western instrumental reason is embodied in modern technology.

e S

rr

Alam-e-Islam



L amedwEamot e
A/C to Nietzile: "Transformation in the cultural role of science occurs
not as an effect of any development in philosophy but with cultural
decline of western religion.
Relation Revolution
By denying God from epistemology and ethics Kant broke that link
between epistemology and God, which was still found in Descartes in
particular and in classical thought in general.
Richer (Kants Wellanchauung "The moral freedom of man is not merely
a freedom from nature, but also freedom from external supernatural
powers. No one before Kant ever exalted man so much no one had ever
accorded him such a degree of metaphysical independence”.
Enlightenment Wake [John Gray]
One of the central elements of this modernist world view is a conception
of science as the supremely privileged form of knowledge (P-158)
The conception of natural world as an object of human exploitation, and
of humankind as the master of nature is the most important element of
modern world view.
The proper relations of human with the natural world are relations of
domination and exploitation.
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Tomaz Mastnak in his essay entitled "Europe and the Muslims"
in "The New Crusades", after pointing out that the crusades were the
war of Christendom against the Muslims, adds that following the

capture of Constantinople by the Ottomans in 1453, "Animosity towards
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the Muslims was adopted and regenerated by Western Christians when
they began their transformation into Europeans in response to the
Ottoman conquests in geographical Europe, western Christians were
able to draw on the existing hostility towards the Muslims to invoke a
sense of unity and community... The Europenas' hostility towards the
Muslims, far from having been made obsolete, continued to play a
prominent role in European politics and imagination. Indeed, what we
may call the crusading spiri, the epitome of that fundamentalist
anti-Muslim attitude, appears to be still alive in our own days".
u.f;/géd..}"uia'_dg{,_u?g"Grand Design"6 Duke of Sully
GUJeb

Erasmus of Rotterdam, an influential Renaissance scholar,
regarded the Turks as barbarians, calling them monstrous beasts,
enemies of Church, and a people contaminated with all kinds of crime
and ignorance. Thomas More shared Erasmus's views and considered
the Turks as an "abominable sect” of Christ's mortal enemies. The
atrocities committed against the Muslims in Spain following the fall of
Granada again reflected the deep-seated European animosity towards
the Muslims. Voltaire, the very symbol of the Enlightenment, wrote that
the Turks were the greatest curse on the earth and wanted to annihilate
them.

Some scholars hold the view that the project for European unity
was initially inspired by the desire to attain peace in Europe with the
objective of driving the Turks out of the continent. The Duke of Sully
(1560-1640) in his "Grand Design" presented a plan for European unity
and peace for converting "the continual wars among its several princes
into a perpetual war against the Infidels", that is, a permanent crusade.

At the Hague Conference of 1948, which was an important overture to
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the postwar unification of Europe, Churchill linked the idea of United
Europe to Sully's Grand Design.
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It is not secret that Britain and France under Prime Minister
John Major and President Francois Mitterrand respectively felt open
contempt and animus toward the Bosnian Muslims who were subjected
to genocide by the Serbs. A French diplomat told John Newhouse of the
New Yorker at the time that the Europeans "want to prevent a wider war
or the emergence of a rump Muslim state in southeastern Europe... Our
interests are much closer to the Serbs than you think. We worry more
about the Muslims than about the Serbs." It has also been alleged that
the American and Anglo-French decision to cover up the Serbian
genocide of the Bosnian Muslims in the spring and summer of 1992
greatly encouraged Belgrade to expand and speed up its genocidal
onslaught. .
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The anti-Islam bias is vividly reflected in the thesis of clash of
civilizations presented by Samuel P. Huntington, who in his book
entitled The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order
stresses that "The underlying problem for the West in not Islamic
fundamentalism. It is Islam, a different civilization whose people are

convinced of the superiority of their culture and are obsessed with the
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inferiority of their power. He goes on to claim that "Muslim bellicosity
and violence are late-twentieth-century facts which neither Muslims nor
non-Muslims can deny".

Sy e fi w2 S aﬁfms%wgf.,ﬁqw ’

There is also a view among some American scholars, specially
the neo-cons led by Irving Kristol, that following the defeat of
communism, the West needs a new enemy to save it from the decadence
that liberalism is generating. Opposition to Islam, in their view, is
accordingly a means of rescuing the West from this decadence and
providing it with a renewal of self identity and purpose. This view may
also explain the tendency among the US neo-cons to demonize Islam
and hold it responsible for the menace of terrorism forgetting the
menifestations of terrorism within western societies [e.g.Oklahoma]
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Incidentally, there is no absolute freedom of expression in
Denmark, Section 140 of the Criminal Code prohibits any person from
publicly ridiculing or insulting the dogmas of worship of any lawfully
existing religious community in Denmark. Section 266(b) criminalises
the dissemination of statements or other information by which a group of
people are threatened, insulted or degraded on account of their religion.
However, the Regional Public Prosecutor decided to discontinue the
police investigation as he found no basis for concluding that the

cartoons constituted a criminal offence.
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He stated that in assessing what constitutes an offence, the
right to freedom of speech must be taken into consideration. In other
words, the Danish government elected not to apply the law in this case.
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The drawings were commissioned by the Jutland Post. This was
done to accompany an article on self-censorship which was written
because a writer was unable to find artists willing to illustrate his
children's book with depictions of the Prophet. As the newspaper stated,
this was to make the point that "we are on our way to a slippery slope
where no one can tell how the self-censorship will end." The right to
insult, coupled with self-righteousness,; humanitarianism of the 'Brave
New World'.

"When humanitarianism is no more than the expression of an
over-valuation of the human at the expense of the Divine, or of the crude
fact at the expense of the truth, it cannot possibly be counted as a
positive acquisition. It is easy to criticize the 'fanaticism' of our
ancestors when one has lost the very notion of a truth that brings
salvation or to be tolerant' when one despises religion" (Frithjof
Schuon)
u’gcagu/:f;ﬁé_OIivier Roybfzib‘cf,The Failure of Political Islam

«

The 'god’ of free expression ruling over "a world culture of
consumption and communication, a culture that is secular, atheist, and
ultimately empty; it has no values or strategies. It is a code not a
civilization" ('The Failure of Political Islam’. Olivier Roy).
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A culture of free and insulting speech and expression idolized,
receiving abject obeisance.

The primary attestation of Truth (shahadah), that, "There is no
god but God" (La ilaha illa-Allah) is ever relevant. In the days of
Prophet Mohammad, the deities adorning the altar were made of clay
and stone but the demigods of today are far more insidious; freedom of
expression veiling the profane right to insult.

i L/C:Z/’z ol Hugo Chavez sl Iks 7= A u{/' L}’.%U
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Only last week, Chavez declared:

"The imperialist, genocidal, fascist attitude of the US president
has no limits. I think Hitler would be like a suckling baby next to George
W. Bush.” Now if Chavez were a Muslim leader, this would be
front-page news. But because he says it in Spanish, everyone yawns.
Come on folks. It's just over 2,000 miles from Washingotn to Caracas.
It's nearly 7,000 miles to Kabul. And Chavez is sitting on top of 6.5 per
cent of the world's proven oil reserves.
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