
Aspirations like these are common among the irregulars I have interviewed

over the last couple of years. One mother whose son recently died fighting in Kashmir

told me she would be happy if her six remaining sons were martyred. "They will help

me in the next life, which is the real life," she said. When a boy becomes a martyr,

thousands of people attend his funeral. Poor families become celebrities. Everyone

treats them with more respect after they lose a son, a martyr's father said. "And when

where is a martyr's in the village, it encourages more children to join the jihad. It

raises the spirit of the entire village," he continued. In poor families with large

numbers of children, a mother can assume that some of her children will die of disease

if not in war. This apparently makes it easier to donate a son to what she feels is a just

holy cause. 
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