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The term rationalism [from the Latin Ratio :reason] has been
used to refer to several different outlooks and movements of ideas by
far the most important of these is the philosophical outlook or program
which stresses the power of a priory reason to grasp substantial truths
about the world and correspondinglytends to regard natural sciences as

basically a priory enterprise.
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Humanism is any philosophy which recognizes the value or
dignity of man and makes him the measure of all things or
somehow takes human nature its limits or its intrest as its theme.
U 6Us g Ve e JE S e #1302 SR e e

Lo ek SR et 3015 Pt s}
Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, The Macmillion Company and The
Free Press, New York.
Humanism in philosophy is opposed to naturalism and
absolutism. It dogmatizes the philosophical attitude which regards
the interpretation of human experience as the primary concern of
all philosophizing and asserts the adequacy of human knowledge

for this purpose.
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[Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics. -« [}KH‘[}U@L rKu’U/
Edinburgh T. & T. Clark 1937.]
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Islamic Thought and change in Jihad. A legitimate struggle for
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moral development and human rights.
Towards an Islamic _w]uu/wuy‘&uwu&u;ﬁ;
Reformation, Civil Liberties, Human Rights and International
<Relations]
J:i]g/?,y,):(Looking Back towards Progress].ii‘”:uﬁ"z;/?uf!
Wby - < s > The Future of Freedomya/d/ulug&/?(uﬁuf;
The U uiur oL et 55 Aty oiog Jegt e 48 2
-[&-UIArab Predicament
b1 22 et U S R UL L A S
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Imam Rauf argues that what went wrong is the relationship
between the Muslim world and the West. He offers a basis for
rebuilding that relationship by arguing that Islamic principles
actually support the fundamental values of a pluralistic, free
society, uncovering the promise of a Muslim form of democratic
capitalism within the Qur'an, the stories and traditions of the
Prophet Muhammad, and Islamic Law. By tracing common
philosophical roots and religious values, acknowledging the
contributions of American democracy and Western capitalism,
and by showing what Islamic culture can bring to a new reunion
with the West, what's Right with Islam systematically lays out the
reasons for the current dissonance between these cultures and
offers a foundation and plan for improved relations. Wideranging
in scope, what's Right with Islam elaborates in satisfying detail a
vision for a Muslim world that can eventually embrace its own

distincitive forms of democracy and capitalism, aspiring to a New

(Food A S

A

E:\Khalid\Shah\March\Jadidiyat (Correction)



e A e
Cordoba - a time when Jews, Christians, Muslims, and all other

faith traditions will live together in peace and prosperity.

conf PSS oS ie Sl LT

2 We o jdifine $hinen bt S PG 3HEL Saps

Pl HE NGy eohsp-ao G oo i 1l EE 5

Rabbi U5t G vt 4 22 {0l LU B LS U1 o253

Jf.u21 Prof. Dr. Hans Kung [t ik fglf//b/‘:fu’}fﬁ] Irwinkula
[ B

(/;’J L}‘/iﬂ»u.‘.&’zﬂ)d/./u’( S148.10-1Lord Carey of Clifton

uuw)fsl.st’.geunnar Stalselt; SW1540s {1 Mu“,u,u//ylnbsw’}f

1- An excllent work of bridge building.

2- A must read for anyone who wants to contribute to
repairing our world.

3- This book is must for any thinking person who cares

about our world.
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modernists
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In the Muslim context, the early modernists were the first
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to repoen the question of Prophetic infallibility in the modern
period. Both Sayyid Ahmad Khan and Muhammad 'Abduh
adopted the juristic distinction between binding and non-binding
sunna, admitting that the Prophet was potentially fallible in certain
spheres of activity. But while classical scholarship had
encouraged the emulation of the Prophet even in spheres of
sunna that it defined as non-obligatory, the modernists began to
view these categories as deliberately unregulated and subject to
change. In the terminology of Islamic jurisprudence, they lowered
the status of such actions from recommended [mandub] to
indifferent (mubah). In the effect they placed whole areas of
Prophetic activity altogether outside the boundaries of sunna.

More important, the modernists excluded from the scope
of binding sunna not just Muhammad's personal habits and
preferences, but also the bulk of his political and legal activity.

Modern chanllenges to the infallibility of the Prophet are
one aspect of this humanization of Muhammad. Bringing
Muhammad down to earth, and casting him as a fallible human
being, offers modern interpreters of his legacy flexibility. An
infallible Prophet leaves little room for improvement, but the
legacy of a human and fallible Prophet, a Prophet more like us, is
much easier to mould. Such a view of Muhammad also provides
a way for modern interpreters to more easily idenitify themselves
with the Prophet and claim his authority.

Consistent with this increasing humanization of
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Muhammad, modern critics of hadith have tended to restrict the
application of isma to the transmission of the Qur'an alone. In
other areas of activity, Muhammad must be considered human
like the rest of us and subject to normal human limitations and
failings. For Muhammad 'Abduh, prophets, in spite of their unique
position, are "purely human and subject to the same experiences
as the rest of men. They eat and drink and sleep: they may be
inattentive or forgetful in what is unrelated to their mission." He
clearly had doubts about the doctrine of isma, considering it
impossible to verify.

For Sayyid Ahmad Khan and 'Abduh the denial or
attenuation of Prophetic infallibility becomes the basis for an
incipient secularism; or, seen from another angle, we might say
that their denial of the authority of prophetic sunna required an
attenuation of Prophetic infallibility. Neither Abduh nor Sayyid
Ahmad Khan were true secularists. However, this was left to their
disciples. Both in Egypt and in India, a second generation of
modernists advocated a more complete separation between
religious and secular spheres of activity and to support this
distinction they revised the orthodox account of the nature and
purpose of prophecy. [64, 65,66]
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Shah Wali Allah himself claims to have been a "ghayar muqalid"
before travelling to the Hijaz. His experience in the Hijaz
apparently had a moderating influence on this aspect of his
thought, he came away convinced of the value of the law schools
and committed to discovering their relative merits. [147]

iyt O e S o W Gl Sy S e 25
g AL E AL et ek f L ST f ot ol

whie Jelestlz byt Jo L o1y F1-E sl p & stz L)
Zﬁgﬂ?& caﬁb})d/[f{ NI thffuzé/ﬂbfﬂ., ki3l | J}
U g e B2 LB K NPT b e K AL P2
Ly

DS 2T I = G s QP TS
2P I A Sk N & sl e skt a5 P ek
(B EUTIN 31 L YT s e TP\ T, TP
/7:«L§:J<CJU|LL}“MJZ;;J/’;u’f@/b’ﬂ?cfn,ﬁguﬁ/’uﬁ/ﬂd'uﬁ‘gcﬁfzu’
s g e BL Y st ese 2 T o flie §91 5 i
> LS s sbsirosis o Je )T fo s RS BEJLeE Sama ol
féé’;nlﬁf/’mmL@f@ué’fut’}m% oS AET CAS2 e

(Food A S

r<

E:\Khalid\Shah\March\Jadidiyat (Correction)



_ amyAmcee
ST Je e P3SN sl e o (e A G2 13332
b Ke VG K e U o (RE LS WBL S8 b e
L Gurlol e Pl d EHb e Ut et § BB
2 A B e SoL 1L e iU TR 1B Sod (G U s il
~gr &S ey e § [Temporary and Provisional] g 42 2 L
gt E Lnd L JSap St L it sl bl _{ et
JE e & )}uﬁsﬁ/,us}f.+ufd/,ﬁ/,udju2,£ UM et 2
L Lpmitioes\ LFL Soe ledvse Jl gl
o LIS e 2 St & 5L UblE e S N6
ST Fearol sy o $128 2 S Gs b Ui sr e Mt
e Ll N FE TSR U AT S K e bl
< eat Uiy L Brown e (bb 16 bl B s (D Greined sl = 1S
L i ZAI63 s G D1 2 L s S 1
e et PGB U B P e e
Rida retrospective review of Sidqi's works after the latter's death
suggests that Rida was motivated primarily by a desire to shake
up the Azhar establishment; he wanted to rouse them to the
defense of their views on sunna. In other words, Rida's motives
in allowing a radical challenge to sunna to be published, even
though he disagreed with it, were connected with his general
opposition to taqglid and his contempt for the passivity of ulama.

On the one hand he would not countenance a wholesale
rejection of Prophetic authority. On the other hand, he reserved
for himself the right to review and reevaluate the sources of

sunna (i.e., hadith) on the basis of his own ijtihad.
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The Europeans have now put their hands on every part of the
world. The English have reached Afghanistan; the French have
seized Tunisia. In reality this usurpation, aggression, and
conquest have not come from the French or the English. Rather it
is science that everywhere manifests its greatness and power.
Ignorance had no alternative to prostrating itself humbly before
science and acknowledging its submission.
In reality, sovereignty has never left the abode of science.
However, this true ruler, which is science, is continually changing
capitals. Sometimes it has moved from East to West, and other
times from West to East. More than this if we study the riches of
the world we learn that wealth is the result of commerce, industry,
and agriculture. Agriculture is achieved only with agricultural
science, botanical chemistry, and geometry. Industry is produced
only with physics, chemistry, mechanics, geometry, and

mathematics; and commerce is based on agriculture and
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industry.

Thus it is evident that all wealth and riches are the result
of science. There are no riches in the world without science, and
there is no wealth in the world other than science. In sum, the
whole world of humanity is an industrial world, meaning that the
world is a world of science. If science were removed from the
human sphere, no man would continue to remain in the world.
KOs S EE e Sl e ibs L Q61 S i

Syl S

The Science that has the position of a comprehensive
soul and the rank of a preserving force is the science of falsafa or
philosophy, because its subject is universal. It is philosophy that
shows man human prerequisites. It shows the science what is
necessary. It employs each of the science in its proper place.

If a community did not have philosophy, and all the
individuals of that community were learned in the sciences with
particular subject, those sciences could not last in that community
for a century, that is a hundred years. That community without
the spirit of philosophy could not deduce conclusions from these
sciences.
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Poverty is the punishment of God (XVI: 112) and is
deserved by those who ignore science and fail to exploit the
bounties of nature. The real knowledge is knowledge of science
and therefore the real ulema are scientists; religious scholars
have only usurped this honorable title for personal
aggrandisement. The Quran has offered a definition of true
knowledge. It says: "And pursue not that of which thou hast no
knowledge; for every act of hearing, or of seeing, or of sensing
will be enquired into." (XVI1:36) The Quran, establishes three
responsibilities for men: hearing, seeing, and sensing through the
agency of mind. Consequently, real knowledge is based on
empirically verifiable observation, this in contemporary parlance is
called science. Theoretical abstractions, fondly engaged in by
ulema, are not empirically verifiable, and cannot be classified as
real knowledge. The Quran has indicated the role of real ulema.
The Quran has used the word ulema twice in the text. First
(XXVI) and secondly in (XXXV). In the latter (XXXV: 27-28) the
Quran says: "Seest thou not that God sends down rain from the

sky? With it we then bring out produce of various colors. And in
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the mountains are tracts white and red of various shades of color
and black intense in hue. And so among men and crawling
creatures and cattle, are they not of various colors. Those truly
fear God, among his servants, who have knowledge (ulema).”
Fearing God means appreciating God's works through the
physical sciences and this can be achieved only by those who
explore nature through empirical observations. Therefore, a true
alim (scholar) is not a theoretical hair-splitter, but a scientist who
observes and therefore can analyze and harness the forces of
nature. The majority of contemporary ulema, dedicated to
creating disruption in the name of Allah: With this in mind Parwez
asked the Government of Pakistan to stop paying salaries to
Imams and khatibs of mosques and thus annually save Rs. 60
crorers (Rs. 600.000,000) in order to spread scientific education
among the Pakistani youth.[|qqq-4u§uzmu(u/tckz}]
2SIyt P DB e g Spsy itk
S los 7 A2 L S bl sl ety E S I a3
St Islam Without Fear (s s &l b $las S v e
-
Yet they also strive with openness and flexibility to interpret the
Islamic heritage in ways responsive to a new time in human
history, when "the barriers between peoples are falling and
distances are shrinking." They welcome the opportunities of the
global age. They seek in their work to make the Islamic renewal

part of this new era, seeing it as a time of great promise. "When
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states, peoples, and cultures around the world are searching for
common intellectual ground and shared interests and seeking
civilizational rapprochement and cultural cooperation for the sake
of values like justice, peace, freedom, and respect for human
rights." [Baker, Islam Without Fear Harward University 2004]
:ufJL}LBaker
The new Islamists of Egypt put forward a vision that
relies on a rational interpretation of both the sacred texts, the
Quran and the Sunnah, and also figh. They regard the prospect
of progress for the peoples of the Arab Islamic world as linked
integrally to both an understanding of Islamic ideas, spirit, and
way of life, and a clear, rational knowledge of the modern world
and the prerequisites for survival and success within it. A
hallmark of this intellectual school is belief in Islam as a
civilization that entails commitment to constructive social action.
The New Islamists feel strongly that it is the duty of all Islamist
leaders, thinkers and activists to face the challenge of progress
with creative solutions that embody Islamic values and principles.
They insist that moderate approaches to the problems
challenging contemporary Islamic societies do not necessitate the
overthrow of existing institutions.
This New Islamist leadership believes that there is "a
strong moderate heart" to the centrist Islamic movement.
(S o ol A A 1ol sy
Cairo, Baghdad, Cordoba provided enlightenment for the
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entire world. Islam had proven itself to be a vehicle, that brought
science and enlightenment to the world. For us science is religion
and religion is science. In Islam there was never a conflict
between science and faith.
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What was the rule of law laid down by the Prophet?
Koran or Tradition, word or act or tacit approval, is there good
evidence to substantiate the claim - the Prophet did so, as a
matter of principle, and as matter of practice or usage or custom,
and not merely as a stray action, unrelated to any other act?
What is the true meaning of certain words and expressions, the
significance whereof as explained by later authorities does not

seem to be scientific or logical?

Wherever the ancient scriptures of traditions speak of
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natural phenomena or scientific facts, their dogmatic character
should be open to question. The passages should be interpreted
and accepted, modified or rejected, in terms of modern science,
including anthropology, biology, physics, mathematics, chemistry
and medicine. The concepts of the world, time and the universe
have changed radically since the days of Copernicus. Islam must
take heed of these changes and scientific incongruities should be
removed from the fabric of religion.
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What Pervaz rejects as false man made religion is not
only Hadith, Sharia and traditional Islamic theology but also the
whole tradition of understanding of the Quran that has been
common to muslims generally. As an exegete he reorganizes no

discipline or method other than his own intuition of what the book

ought to say and what it ought to say.
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ambiguously almost since the inception of Islam, proponents of
opposing views have pull their own visions and interpretations
forward on the basis primarily of Hadith. We can refer to this form
of ideological conflict as the Hadith wars. Some urges that one
should not engage with fundamentalist and traditionalist on the
level of Hadith. In any case Hadith does not provide a way to
decide an issue it always allows room for diametrically opposed
views to claim equal legitimacy. However while the Hadith wars
can perhaps not be won, they conceivibly be lost or atleast
forfeited.
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What Hadith cannot do is to decide any issue
substantively and authoritatively. Eventually the Hadith wars are
the wars of attrition.
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