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What Rawls is saying is that there is in a constitutional liberal democracy a tradition of
thought which it is our job to explore and see whether it can be made coherent and
consistent. . . We are not arguing for such a society. We take for granted that today only
a fool would not want to live in such a society . . . If one cannot see the benefits of
living in a liberal constitutional democracy, if one does not see the virtue of that ideal,
then I do not know how to convince him. To be perfectly blunt, sometimes I am asked,
when I go around speaking for Rawls, What do you say to an Adolf Hitler? The answer
is [nothing.] You shoot him. You do not try to reason with him. Reason has no bearing
on this question. So I do not want to discuss it (Dreben, 2003: 328-329, emphasis in the
original).
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